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MEDICAL AID IN DYING IS OPTIONAL. 
Optional for patients and optional for 
doctors. No person is required to use it. 

No doctor is mandated to provide it. It is illegal  
to force someone to use it. 

MEDICAL AID IN DYING INCLUDES STRICT 
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS. A patient 
must be an adult, have six months or less 

to live, be able to make an informed health care 
decision and be able to take the medication 
themselves.

THE LEGISLATION INCLUDES MORE THAN 
A DOZEN SAFEGUARDS. Two doctors 
must confirm that the patient has six 

months or less to live — due to terminal illness, 
not because of age or disability. Two doctors and 
two independent witnesses must confirm that no 
coercion exists. Coercion is subject to criminal 
prosecution.

MEDICAL AID IN DYING HAS BEEN SAFELY 
PRACTICED IN SIX STATES FOR A COM-
BINED 40 YEARS. And within those six 

— Oregon (1994), Washington (2008), Montana 
(2009), Vermont (2013), California (2015) and 
Colorado (2016) — not a single case of abuse or 
coercion nor any criminal or disciplinary charges 
have been filed. Not one. 

MEDICAL AID IN DYING GIVES PATIENTS 
AUTONOMY. The patient is in charge. 
They request the medication. They take 

it. And they can change their mind at any time. 

MEDICAL AID IN DYING IMPROVES 
END-OF-LIFE CARE. Studies show pallia-
tive (“comfort”) care gets better for 

patients — and families — in states with medical 
aid in dying.

MEDICAL AID IN DYING HELPS FAR MORE 
PEOPLE THAN THOSE WHO CHOOSE TO 
USE IT. Research shows just having medical 

aid in dying as an option relieves fear and anxiety 
— even for those who never choose the option.

DOCTORS SUPPORT MEDICAL AID IN 
DYING. A December 2016 Medscape 
survey reported that more than half (57%) 

of physicians support the practice. 

THE AMERICAN PUBLIC WANTS MEDICAL 
AID IN DYING. About 7 in 10 across three 
different surveys — a May 2017 Gallup 

poll, a September 2016 LifeWay Research poll and 
a November 2014 Harris poll. Support is strong 
across most demographic groups. The practice 
also claims majority support among people who 
attend church, people of all ideological views 
(conservatives, moderates and liberals), people 
from both political parties, and all races and 
ethnicities. Support has nearly doubled since 
Gallup first polled on the question in 1947.


